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A second important concept is the interaction between neural and chemical ven-
tilatory drives. Tenney describes a suprapontine neural influence which appears
to provide a neural basis for the blunted ventilatory responses to hypoxia charac-
teristic of the adaption to chronic hypoxia. One recurrent and poorly understood
problem concerns the interrelation between genetic, environmental, and adaptive
responses to the chronic hypoxia of high altitude. There appear to be some varia-
tions in these responses depending on species, genetic, and ethnic factors. Further,
the adaptation to hypoxia appears to depend on whether the subjects were born
at altitude. There were lengthy discussions on how to relate respiratory anatomic
size to body size since lung size:body weight ratios were increased in chronic
hypoxia. This reviewer cannot help feeling that hypoxia is a stunting mechanism
affecting general somatic growth.
A final example of individual variation in these adaptive mechanisms is the pro-
posal that chronic "mountain sickness" represents an example of primary central
hypoventilation in a high-altitude resident. If this is correct, the disease then repre-
sents an example of the interaction of disease with environment.
The Symposium makes interesting reading and the discussion is lively. There
appear to be a number of areas that could be better covered, namely, the work
of the Colorado group on respiratory control, and a fuller treatment of the carotid
body mechanisms. The volume provides a convenient source of material in the
area. If will not, however, become a major definitive treatment of the subject.
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GEOGRAPHICAL EPIDEMIOLOGY OF THE TOXEMIAS OF PREGNANCY. By A. Michael
Davies. Thomas, Springfield, Ill., 1971. 75 pp. $4.75.
This monograph by Michael Davies on the GEOGRAPHICAL EPIDEMIOLOGY OF
THE TOXEMIAS OF PREGNANCY serves as a frightening illustration of the Tower of
Babel that is medical communication. The author succeeds in illustrating that, with
present means of data collection, it is difficult to validate comparisons between
countries and even from different centers within a country. The indictment of the
obstetrician is implied rather than categorized and the bibliography of 741 titles
serves to illustrate the confusion still rampant in this subject.
The first chapter concerning the principles of epidemiology is weak and inade-
quate for the uninitiated, yet superfluous for the expert. The remaining five sections
provide a good review of the toxemia of pregnancy and illustrates successfully how
data in this field should be defined and analyzed.
This is a book for the obstetrician interested in correcting the shambles existing
in this field and for the epidemiologist interested in helping him. For the general
reader it provides a comprehensive list of references for the toxemias of pregnancy.
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